25X1

L O
Approved For Releaéq 2004/05/12 : CIA-RDP33-02415A000100390114-1 g_éj_w /

| | 25X1
Copy_u of i0
& September 19563
MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy Diractor of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT ! Contractor Proposai~-Lockbesd Aircraft Corvporation

for a Newly Designed U-2 Aircraft

BREFERENCE : Memo for LDBCI from DADRJOSA, Dated 10 June 1953;
Sub : "Pracurement of Additional -2 Afrcraft”

1. 1a connection with the ferthcoming visit of iMr. Clarence L.
Jolmson of Lockhend Atreraft Corporstion, 1 thought you should be aware that
hs i3 keenly interasted in surfacing to you and the Director an enginsering
proposal for sutensive modifications to the U-2 aircraft in a version which he
refars to as the “U-2L", (Kelly states that the "L is shorthand for ‘long''.)
There are many facets to this progosal, which I wosld lke to summarize
briefly for you. To begin with earlier this year, whea it became apparent that
the dwiadling lnventory of U-2's (34 in all} might be insufficient to support our
worid-wids commitments in CIA oa top of SAC's heavy schedule In Cuba, Kelly
aad 1 discussed the possible practicability of resumiag U-2 production oo a
licaited basls to augment the present iaveatory. At that tleae we were talking
on tha oxder of possibly tea additianal airplanes. This subject was coverad in
the refersate cited above, and at & neeting of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, presides
over by the Secretary of Defenss at whick you wers presest, dir. MeCone men-
tonsd this, but it was brushed aside by Mr. McNamara with the staten:eat that
we should “look toward the next gepsration of reconnalssance aircsaft” as the
probable substitate for any reasewed sffort in the U-2 field,

2. Gince that tirme, howevar, two thiangs have sceurred: {1) la responss
to Mz, McHMamara's reguest at the mesting referred to above, Alr Force has
undertaken seriously to ceasider a proposal to upgrade a mumber {not l2ss than
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NRO alnd USAF review(s) completed.
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slx nor raore than twenty) of SAC's J-57 U-2's to the J-75 configuration
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pared to disguss this M rectly
of his proposal are as follows:

a. The U-ZL would be six feet longer than the prosent bird.

™ opT . Relly has

| Spurred by these two developments,
raed ' the stien of a modified version of the t?-{ and iz prse
. e Rocasy foc with you and the DCI next week. Salient focatures

atned
! > would hbave the advantage of providing a wider margin
:’gﬁﬁmm *in the atrcraft. This centay of gravity matter is M?iy
delicataly balanced in the U2 at pressat, and the new version wauld
increase lis tolerance by s factor of three.

b. Kelly states that the U-21L would slso feature tlw capa-
bility to refuel :nﬁight virtunlly the entire whga ui ?#; M:;m :t
present Infight refaeling is limited to m@mwyﬁs iuo on
hMMﬁWMﬂMWMXMu{h g vi}.wl
Under the new schorme refusling would be ‘pmlﬂhie for nppm;m; ¥
1, 400 gallons, thus extending the range profile almost indefinitely.

jeZl. would also incorporats, hopefully, these
mm&::' bfin?;nginﬂsd for the carrier version uﬁe&—weﬂg
mm materially the lasding rell-out dlstance {about ¥ p:i:i:a .
fuvelsh & much better appréach angle of sttack and "mg”fmxd -
rats needed to sffect prresgment on carrier decks. 'f"m m‘l
accovapiished by a system of lotter slot flaps and mec <
speilers.
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d. The "Super U-2" would also have & much improved suto~
pliot snd sextant, as well as an inextial oavigation system,
presumably based upon experience galned in the OXCART Program
with Minneapols-Honeywell.

3, Kelly states that he also feals it may be possible through "clsaning
up the aircraft” by reducing drag to regaia an unspecified smpunt of range
which has besn lost throngheut the years by changes of ane sort or another.
it {s also possible that with the new version there may he & modest incraase
in altitude. The J-75 ongine weuld, of course, be standard in this version.
Whils cost figures were not available to me at the ime of my last discussion
with Kelly on this subject on 27 Auguot, e indicated that & probable figure far
the aircraft wonld rua to £h against an 25X1
order of twenty-flve, minus sagines. Fnd that I 18 unsconomieal to
produce lass than tweaty-five. Acacrding to his plan, he could produce the first
sircraft in approximately seven months, with additional ones to follow at roughly
thrse -week latervals.

4. Kelly intends te discuss tha Us2L propossl not anly with us, but with
Ganeral Lebiay, 1 belleve, and with Vice Admiral Jehn 5. Thach, DCNO for
Air, uwndsr the hoped-for assumptien that between Alr Yores, MNavy, and our-
selves, there might bs enough moersentum to split an ovrder of tweaty-five air-
craft. Dr. MeMilian will, of course, alse hear from Kelly on this subject.

5. I would recommend that you listen serisusly to Eelly on this subject,
not that we have planned for such sn eveatuality in the NRO badget for this year
aoy because ! have any goneral misgivings abeut the eventual operaticnal readi-
aess of ths OXCART vehiele. 1 do feal strongly, hawever, that preseat V-2

s joadeguste to mindmum requirements of the defenss sstablishment
atplitiencs community, Snd [ am also of the view that the U-2 can
aperate, &pd will coatinue to do 20, long after OXCART is operational, simply

i" a greater possibility for maneuverability snd flextbility
i aress such as Southeast Asia.

T JAMES A. CUNNINGHAA, TR,
Aswistant Director
(Bpecial Activities)

cei DR/SRT ILLEGIB
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